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Time Topic Speakers / Panellists 

08:30 – 09:15 Digital rights activism 
In this session, we will discuss the concept of digital rights, the available 
technology – both being used to intercept and that can be used to protect 
against interception – and the rise of digital rise activism.   

• Association of Progressive 
Communication 

09:15 – 10:30 Panel discussion: Is privacy a myth in the digital age? 
Following from the latest disclosures of unlawful interception of 
communications, we are yet again reminded that our right to privacy may 
give us a false sense of comfort in a time when mass surveillance is part of 
our daily reality.  Topics to be covered include current trends relating to 
surveillance and interception domestically and internationally; the limitations 
of the right to privacy; the impact that these trends have on journalists and 
civil society; and the constitutionality of the legislative framework for 
interception in South Africa.  The panel discussion will be followed by a Q&A 
session. 

• Mzilikazi wa Afrika, Sunday Times 

• Steven Friedman, Centre for the Study 
of Democracy 

• Janet Love, Legal Resources Centre 

• Dario Milo, Webber Wentzel 

10:30 – 12:45 Screening of the Edward Snowden documentary, “Citizen Four” 
This Oscar-winning documentary contains first-hand footage and interviews 
with Edward Snowden following the initial disclosures that the National 
Security Agency in the US had been undertaken programmes of mass 
surveillance.  The screening will be followed by a discussion focussing on 
the question of whether Snowden should be regarded as a hero or a threat 
to national security. 

 

12:45 – 13:30 Lunch  



13:30 – 14:45 Panel discussion: The role of information in achieving an open and 
accountable society 
Openness and accountability are two of the foundational values of our 
constitutional democracy, but can only be achieved if there is a free flow of 
information that makes it possible to hold those in power to account.  Topics 
to be covered include the trends seen in the state’s responses to access to 
information; the narrow public interest override in the legislation; strategic 
alternatives to accessing information, particularly in litigation; and role and 
strategies of investigative journalists in obtaining information.  The panel 
discussion will be followed by a Q&A session. 

• Vinayak Bhardwaj, Open Society 
Foundation 

• Michael Bishop, Legal Resources Centre 

• Steven Budlender, Johannesburg Bar 

• Ferial Haffajee, City Press 

• Catherine Kennedy, South African 
History Archive 

14:45 – 15:45 Group discussion: Trends in information law 
For the purpose of the group discussion, the audience will be asked to break 
away into smaller groups and provided with a particular thematic area in line 
with the themes of the workshop to discuss.  The focus of the discussion will 
be on steps that can be taken to tackle the worrying developments that have 
been seen within the particular thematic area, and to consider South Africa’s 
positioning on the issues both regionally and internationally.  Each group will 
then have an opportunity to present their conclusions to the rest of the 
participants. 

 

15:45 – 17:00 Panel discussion: The power of the media 
The final discussion of the day will look at the power of the media and how it 
is, and can continue to be, used to advance social justice, challenge the 
status quo and achieve a more open and accountable democracy.  Topics 
to be covered include strategies for the effective use of media and 
technology by social movements; media freedom as a human rights issue; 
using the media to convey the realities of war; the impact that social media 
and technology have played in the rise of citizen journalism; and the 
challenges facing the media today. 

• Moshoeshoe Monare, Mail & Guardian / 
South African National Editors’ Forum 

• Tshepo Motsepe, Equal Education 

• Michael Power, Legal Resources Centre 

• Micah Reddy, Right2Know Campaign 

• Gus Waschefort, University of South 
Africa / co-rapporteur of the International 
Human Rights Law Committee of the 
International Law Association 

 


